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COURSE: English 2000, section R29     
CLASS: Tues. & Fri., 1–2:15PM, Duane Library 352 
 
INSTRUCTOR’S OFFICE: 549W Dealy Hall     
OFFICE HOURS: 2:30-3:30PM Friday, or by appointment 
EMAIL: lyricsandlyric@gmail.com [the word order is inverted from the course title] 
SITE: lyricandlyricsblog.wordpress.com 
 
 
This course takes both music and its texts as serious and dialogic modes of discourse. Throughout 
the course we will return to questions such as these: What is lost or gained when words are 
conveyed in a musical medium or vice versa? How do words and music communicate, both 
separately and together? Why, in a specific instance, might an author turn to music or a composer 
turn to words? What does it look like to interpret music and the texts that are a part of it? What 
are the differences between reading and hearing? What is meaning in music and in texts?  

Additionally we’ll also ask questions about poetic form. What is lyric? How do lyric poems work 
differently from other kinds of poems? Can we tell them apart? And about lyrics in music? Are they 
different altogether? 

To consider these questions, we will look at the intersections of music and literature through the 
medieval period to Milton, spending most of our time from the Elizabethan era forward. No prior 
technical knowledge of music is required. Course assignments include regular reading and 
listening responses, teaching a class lesson, attending at least one live performance, two shorter 
papers, and one longer paper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CLASS POLICIES 

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
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1. Printed copies of assigned readings. As there is no required textbook for this course, you 

are expected to print all readings, mark and use them, and bring them to class. 
2. Access to online music, readings, and the class blog. 
3. Membership on the class blog and on Spotify. 
4. A ticket/attendance at the live performance. 
5. A folder to keep all assignments, handouts, and returned papers. 
6. A notebook, pens/pencils. 
7. Other texts or assignments as the semester allows. I will try to limit these to manageable 

costs. 
 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 

- Familiarize yourself the syllabus and instructions for assignments.  
- Attend and actively participate in each class meeting and the attendant assignments. Come 

prepared having read, listened, and studied the texts and music for each day. 
- Demonstrate mastery of music and poetry rudiments via one in-class exam. 
- Show your preparation via occasional in-class quizzes and questions.  
- Come to office hours at least once in the semester. 
- Attend the Winter’s Tale performance by Fordham Theatre and/or the Voices Up! 

concert, both at Fordham at Lincoln Center. 
- Track and write three aural logs.  
- Research and briefly teach the class about one historical topic (5 min.). . 
- Write one final paper.  

 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absence, tardiness, and failure to prepare will adversely affect 
your grade. Per Fordham’s policy, five or more absences for any combination of reasons constitute 
a failure of the course. 
 
 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
 
Academic dishonestly or plagiarism is a serious offense. Any instance of academic dishonesty on 
your part will result in a failure and a report to your dean.  
LATE WORK 
 
I do not accept late work.  
 
An assignment is considered late if either the electronic version or the hard copy is not turned in 
by the beginning of the class period in which it is. Neither absence nor printer/Internet 
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malfunctions are acceptable excuses. There are printers and computers in the library computer labs 
should you need them. I strongly suggest you do not wait until the last minute to complete, post, 
or print your work. If you have some exceptional circumstance, be sure to contact me in advance 
in the event that we need to work something out. 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 
You’re encouraged to come see me during office hours at least once in the semester. Of course you 
can come as many times as you’d like in addition. If you are unable to make the scheduled office 
hours, please contact me to set up another appointment.  
 
Anytime you come, I strongly encourage you to bring your work for the class as well as questions 
and ideas we can discuss and work on. You may find it especially helpful to use office hours to 
prepare your final paper.  
 
 

CELL PHONES, FOOD, AND SUNDRY DISTRACTIONS 
 
Generally I do not allow students to use laptops during class. You will need to take notes, so be 
sure to bring supplies to take notes in longhand. 
 
Turn off cell phones and put them away before class begins. Just do it.  
 
You may bring food and/or drink to class as long as the rest of us cannot hear it or smell it and 
provided it does not draw undue attention to itself or to you. The same is true for anything else 
you bring to class. 
 
 

CLASS OPERATIONS 
 
TEXTS AND MUSIC 
  
I cannot overstate the importance of carefully listening and reading the various assignments. As 
much as anything, this is a course in learning to listen and read intelligently. Word for word the 
reading assignments will take much more time than most of the reading you normally do. The 
listening cannot be casual background music but requires your focused attention. Learning to 
listen well is one of the primary aims of this class. Expect this in advance and give yourself 
adequate time so that you can enjoy the process. 
 
 
CLASS INTERACTION 
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A significant portion of this course depends on class discussion and participation. I encourage you 
to get out of your comfort zone in participating in and communicating via music as well as in 
considering and expressing new ideas. As we explore the music, texts, and ideas together, always be 
respectful of one another. Besides the fact that kindness and consideration are just good virtues, 
learning to take others’ ideas seriously enough to challenge them while also being able to do so 
respectfully is a valuable life skill and a trademark of a truly educated person. 
 
 
CLASS SITE 
 
The class online site, lyricandlyricsblog.wordpress.com, is intended to be a hub for information, 
reference, and discussion. Use it often. We may use it to respond to reading and listening 
assignments, and you will need to accept an invitation to be a user on the blog. Please use your 
first name or nickname only. Clear writing and correct grammar and usage count! The site will 
also help us develop online literacy that is crucial in today’s world. 
 
 

ORGANIZATION 
 
Due to the interdisciplinary nature of this class, we have a lot of moving parts to keep track of: 
links, readings, responses, comments, posts, pdfs, and various online platforms for listening. Please 
read instructions and follow directions carefully. Take time upfront at the beginning of the 
semester to figure out how you will organize and keep track of class materials. I also recommend 
that you determine and set aside a regular time for the class reading and listening. If you need 
suggestions for how to do this, feel free to talk to me. 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
THE LIBRARY 
 
If you have not already, you should acquaint yourself with Fordham’s library and online databases 
as soon as possible. A number of assignments will require you to use the resources of the library. 
HELPS AND RESOURCES 
 

I will list resources on the class site throughout the semester. In addition to these one of your best 
resources in college is your professors. Don’t be afraid to avail yourself of their help, expertise, and 
office hours, and always do so with respect. I believe the skills in this class can provide training and 
a foundation for success throughout your university career and into your professional life, so I 
hope you’ll take advantage of the opportunity. Email is usually the best way to contact me; I do not 
check email on Sunday. 
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You should make the most of the Writing Center, located in the reference section of the Walsh 
Library. To secure an appointment at the Writing Center, you need to schedule a time online at 
www.fordham.edu/writingcenter. Also, don’t forget the library. Librarians are there as professional 
help with research and questions. 
 
I look forward to working with each of you. Here’s to an excellent semester! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, all students, with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and 
activities of Fordham University. If you believe that you have a disabling condition that may 
interfere with your ability to participate in the activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of 
this course, you may be entitled to accommodations. Please schedule an appointment to speak 
with someone at the Office of Disability Services (Rose Hill - O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x0655 or 
at Lincoln Center – Room 207, x6282). 


