
Lyric and Lyrics 
Rudiments Test Practice 
 
Here are general suggestions for practicing music rudiment identification: 
 

1. Every time you hear music, practice identifying the beat. See what you tap to. You might 
find that you’re inclined to tap at two different speeds. Usually the faster one is the pulse 
and the slower one is the beat (but not always). 

a. See if you can figure out if the primary accent comes every 2, 3, or 4 beats. If you 
can, try to figure out if the beat is divided in simple (2) or compound (3) meter. 
(Note: most pop music uses simple meter.) 

b. See if you can figure out what primarily expresses the beat. Is it percussion? Lyrics? 
c. Notice variations in the beat. What kinds are there? What effect do they have? 

2. Every time you hear music, practice identifying the melody. 
a. What voice/s or instrument/s have the melody? 
b. Is it more conjunct or disjunct? 
c. Do you notice patterns? Repetition? Variation? 

 
 
 
Popular/Contemporary Music Warm-up (Find these songs here.) 
 
Most of Sara Bareilles’ song “Vegas” is homophonic. How would you describe the harmony at 
1:12-1:18/20ish? 
 
Is there a beat in the first 20 seconds of Billy Joel's “New York State of Mind”? It may help to listen 
past the first 20 seconds in order to compare. Once you’ve identified whether or not there is a 
beat, try saying something about the effect of this opening. 
 
Is there a beat in the opening of “Satellite” by Dave Matthews Band? (We discussed this one in 
class.) 
 
Is the melodic range wide or narrow in Aerosmith’s “Dream On”? (Make sure you listen to 3:31-
3:40ish to inform your answer.) 
 
How many melodies do you hear in the chorus of Mariah Carey’s “We Belong Together” around 
2:12? What kind of harmony is this? 
 
 
 
And this isn’t contemporary music, but if you want to see a visualization of polyphony, check 
out this video of Bach’s Fugue in C minor, no. 2. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0b93Bkdksek 
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Listen to the musical examples available on the playlists from Spotify and linked here, and 
answer the following questions: 
 
 
From the playlist “Chant” 
 
Is there a beat in “Graduale: Haec dies”? 
 
What is the word to describe the parts the voices are singing in this chant (“Haec dies”)? 
 
Listen to the opening word “Kyrie” in “Kyrie: Kyrie eleison” by Hildegard von Bingen. How would 
you describe the melody between the “ky” and “ri” in the word “kyrie”? (**Note that this question 
asks about only the first two seconds of the track.) 
 
What kind of harmony do you find in these chants? 
 
 
 
 
From the playlist “Troubadour/Trouvere” 
 
Do you remember what meter “Lullay lullow” is in? (We discussed it in class.) 
 
Would you say the singer’s melody in “Chanson do’lh mot son plan e prim” by Arnaut Daniel is 
mostly conjunct or disjunct? 
 
What meter is “Chanson do’lh mot son plan e prim”? 
 
 
 
 
From the playlist “Music in Chaucer’s Time” 
 
Do each of these examples have a beat?  
 
What kind of harmony do you hear in “Puis qu’en oubil” by Machaut? As a follow-up/helpful 
question, how many independent melodies do you hear? 
 
What kind of harmony do you hear from :32 to about :40 in “Non avrà ma’ pietà” by Landini? 
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More poetry and scansion practice: 
 
Write in the accented and unaccented syllables in the following poem. 
 
 
From “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost 
 
Whose woods these are I think I know.    

His house is in the village though;    

He will not see me stopping here    

To watch his woods fill up with snow.  

 

What is the meter? 

 

 

From How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss 

 

And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow, 

Stood puzzling and puzzling: “How could it be so? 

“It came without ribbons! It came without tags! 

“It came without packages, boxes or bags!” 

Then he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore. 

 

What is the meter? 

Where is alliteration? 

What kind of end rhyme is here? 

 
 
 


